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Progressive design for the Audi R15 TDI 
 

• Diesel race sports car with a fresh outfit  

• Audi design team demonstrates “pleasure in efficiency” 

• Test in racing conditions at Le Castellet 

 

Ingolstadt, April 5, 2010 – Audi wants to surprise the spectators at this year’s 24-

hour race at Le Mans (France) with a progressive design: the Audi Design Team 

created a fresh outfit for the innovative diesel race sports car that bears all the 

hallmarks of “pleasure in efficiency.”   

 

Whereas silver was the dominant color of the Audi R15 TDI last year, the 2010 

model boasts a radical new design that features more red. In addition, large areas of 

the Le Mans race sports car that is internally designated as “R15 plus” will be kept in 

a purist black carbon-fiber look.  

 

“We’re happy that we were allowed to give the car such a progressive look,” say 

Markus Auerbach and Tobias Drews from the Audi Design Team. “We wanted to add 

a dash of surprise when the Audi leaves the pits at Le Mans. We practically opened 

up the bodywork and are exposing the light-weight construction and its 

uncompromising technical development – and with a little rock ’n’ roll for good 

measure.” 

 

The Audi R15 TDI sporting its new design will make its debut at the Le Castellet 8 

Hours on April 11. Audi Sport Team Joest will contest the 2010 season opener of the 

Le Mans Series in preparation for the Le Mans (France) 24 Hours on June 12/13. 

Another test race is planned at the 1000-kilometer race at Spa-Francorchamps 

(Belgium). 

 

“The race at Le Castellet comes at a very early point in time for us and is nothing but 

a test in racing conditions,” stresses Ralf Jüttner, Technical Director of Audi Sport 

Team Joest. “Even though it’s a difficult logistical undertaking, we wanted to gather 

experiences with the R15 plus at a race as early as possible. Le Castellet offers the 

opportunity to do this.” 
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The 2010 version of the Audi R15 TDI completed a roll-out at the Audi test track in 

Neustadt at the beginning of March. The prototype was subsequently flown to the 

USA for initial tests which primarily featured aerodynamics trials. A five-day 

endurance test followed at Sebring (Florida) at which about 5 500 kilometers were 

reeled off without any technical problems worth mentioning.  

 

In Europe, the final set-up work with a view toward Le Mans is on the agenda. 

Further track tests will now be followed by the first run in a race at which the result 

will be of secondary importance for Audi though. “Le Castellet will strictly be about 

gathering additional experience with the R15 plus,” emphasizes Head of Audi 

Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “Racing conditions simply can’t be simulated in 

normal track tests; that’s why we’re contesting a race at such an early stage.” 

 

It is planned to field the R15 plus with chassis number 202. Audi Sport Team Joest 

has nominated Dindo Capello (Italy), Tom Kristensen (Denmark) and Allan McNish 

(Scotland) as drivers. “However, we will only decide whether all three drivers will 

actually race at short notice,” says Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich.  

 

Since Audi has performed several endurance tests for the Le Mans 24 Hours at Le 

Castellet in recent years, the team and drivers are intimately familiar with the circuit 

in southern France.   

 

Audi, by the way, has very good memories of its most recent racing commitment at 

Le Castellet: in 1995, Frank Biela won the Touring Car World Cup there in the Audi 

A4 quattro against strong rivals.   
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The schedule at Le Castellet 

 

Friday, April 9 

12:40–13:40 hrs free practice 1 

16:10–17:10 hrs free practice 2 

 

Saturday, April 10 

09:45–10:45 hrs free practice 3 

13:40–14:00 hrs qualifying (GT vehicles) 

14:10–14:30 hrs qualifying (prototypes) 

 

Sunday, April 11 

08:20–08:40 hrs warm-up 

11:00–19:00 hrs race  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUDI Group sold around 950,000 cars in 2009. The Company posted revenue of €29.8 billion and an 
operating profit of €1.6 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ 
(Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India saw the start of CKD 
production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007 and of the Audi A4 in early October 2008. The Company is 
active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI 
HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) and 
quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 58,000 people worldwide, including 
45,500 in Germany. Between 2010 and 2012 the Audi Group is planning to invest around €5.5 billion in 
order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. By 
2015, Audi plans to significantly increase the number of models in its portfolio to 42. 
  
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation. 
 


