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ROUND 6 - INTERLAGOS
PREVIEW, WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 7, 2007

NEWADVENTURE FOR LE
MANS SERIES IN BRAZIL!

The Le Mans Series enters new
temitory on Movember 10 as it visits
the historic circuit of Interlagos, Brazil,
It i the first time that the seres has
raced outside Europe and the historic
event, first mun in 1956, wil ses the
*LM” P1 titles decided, and whao in the
LM GT2 clags will win an automatic
entry to the 2008 Le Mans 24 hours,
The undulating, bumpy, anti-ciockwise
track will pose a new challenge to the
Le Mans Series competitors who are
mare wsed to the billiard-table amooth
circuits of Europe.

Refiability will b= a factor for this 1000
mile race which should last less than
11 hours.

The ACO, organisers of the Le Mans
24 hours and pariners in the Le Mans
Series, offer a guarantesed entry to
thieir 2008 race to the top twao finishers
in each class. That has already been
decided in the "LM" P2 class and the
*LM” GT1 category, but the batiles n
LM P11 and "LM™ GT2 are still alive.

“LMT P

it was at Interlagos that the three-way
2007 Formula One drivers' fitle was
decided in October, and the track will
also be the decider in the "LM" P1
category. Team Peugeot Total, with
drivers Stephane Sarrazin and Pedra
Lamy, have won three times this
season but at Silverstone, they failed
to score. Thal allowed the Pescarola
Judd efreigning champions Emmanueel
Collard and Jean-Christophe Boullion
to close fo within two points at the
head of the table.

The privateer team has scored
consistently all season, allowing them
fo take full advantage of Peugeol's
misfortene at Silverstone. With three
second places, a podium finish at
the Murburgring and a fifth place in
Valencia back in May, their refiability
could yet see them snatch the title
from under Peugeolt’s noses_

The diesel-powered 308 HDI FAP has
shiown cracks in its armour this year,




though almost all the bad luck has
befallen Peugeot’s second car, driven
by Micolas Minassian and Mare Gene
The two have started every race this
vear from pole position, but have won
just twice, at Monza in April and at
Silverstone in September,

The warring factions will be joined
in Brazil by the Creation Autosportif
team of Jamie Cambel-Walter and
Felipe Ortiz,

The British team has scored
consistently in the second half of the
season, and made the trip 1o America
to contest the final two races of the
2007 American Le Mans Series, the
Petit Le Mans and the finale at Laguna
Seca in California,

“LM" P2

The British Embassy Racing feam has
added local hero Mario Haberfeld ta its
line-up for this final race of the season,
joiming regular drivers Warren Hughes
and Darren Manning. They will face Le
Mans Series regular Fiere Brunsau
whe has entered his Pilbeam MPO3
Judd for himsedf and his regular co-
driver Mare Rostan though each team
has yet fo nominate & third driver,
Last year's champion team Barazi
Epsilon will also chaBenge for the
dlass win with Michael Vergers, Juan
Barazi and Karim Qjjeh and, with a
slice ofluck, any ofthese cars could be
looking at an overall podium finish
The British RML team has a six-point
lead over the Quifel-ASM Team having
scored two faulless wins, at the
Murburgring and at Spa, but neither
team will race in Brazil

“LMY GTH

The last time that Aston Martin and
Corvette faced each other in a 1000
mile race, it was the Z00E Pefit Le
Mans at Road Atlanta in America
The factory Aston Martin team won
that encounter, and the Aston Martin
Facing Larbre Competition team will
be hoping for & similar result in Brazil
Gregor Fisken and Raoland Berville
team up once again having raced
together at the Le Mans 24 hours in

June, and they are pined in the car
by Steve Zacchia and local driver
Fernando Rees,

Corvette will be well represented by
the French Luc Alphand Aventures
team. They have recruited Corvette
factory drivers Oliver Gavin and Ofivier
Beretta, the newly-crowned American
Le Mans Series GT1 champions whao
drove with the team at the Spa 24
hours in July,

The field will be further bocsted by
the Konrad Motorsport team, which is
planning to enter two Saleen S7Rs,

“LM"GT2

Though Wirge Motorsport won the tittes
at Silverstone, there is still @ strong
incentive for the Team Felbermayr
Proton Porsche and GPC Ferrari
teams to score well in Brazil. Team
Felbermayr cumently holds second
place in class, two points clear of
the GPC Ferrari, and the hwo teams
will be baftling hard to securs that
guaranteed entry to the 2008 Le Mans
24 hours.,

Marc Basseng has joined Marc Lieb
and Xavier Pompidou in the lead
Felbermayr Porsche, while Johannes
Stuck will drive the team's second
897 GT3 RSR. GPC Sport has added
Ywes Lambert to its line-up alongside
Fabrizio de Simone, Luca Drudi and
Matteo Bobbi

There iz an excellent tum out in the
class, with Spyker Sguadron and
Speedy Racing fielding Spyker CB
Spyders, Team Markland Racing
a Corvette Z08, Thierry Perier,
Farnbacher Racing, and James Watt
Automotive fielding Porsches




