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LE MANS SERIES ROLEX

ROUND 4 - SPA FRANCORCHAMPS
QUALIFYING, SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 2007

“LM” P1
1, Gené/Minassian, Team Total Peugeot,
Peugeot 908 HDi FAP, 2m00.105s

2, Lamy/Sarrazin, Team Total Peugeot,
Peugeot 908 HDi FAP, 2m00.557s

3, Mucke/Charouz, Charouz Racing, Lola
B07/17 Judd, 2m04.220s

4, Shimoda/Chilton, Arena Motorsport, Zytek
07S Zytek, 2m04.264s

5, Collard/Boullion, Pescarolo Sport,
Pescarolo Judd, 2m04.806s

6, Cochet/Frei, Courage Competition,
Courage LC70 AER V8, 2m04.836s

7, Campbell-Walter/Ortiz/Nakano, Creation
Autosportif, Creation CA07 Judd, 2m04.902s
8. Gounon/Moreau, Courage, Courage
Competition, LC70 AER V8, 2m05.476s

rromenresesly Fourth successive pole
for Minassian and Gene

2, Vergers/Barazi/Ojjeh, Barazi Epsilon,
Zytek 07S Zytek, 2m07.137s
3, Hughes/Manning, Embassy Racing,
Radical SR9 Judd, 2m08.154s
4, Amaral/Burgueno/de Castro, Quifel ASM
Team, Lola B05/40 AER, 2m08.262
5, Binnie/Buncombe/Timpany, Binnie The magic two minute barrier for | “LM” P1
Motorsports, Lola B05/40 Zytek, 2m08.331s tot rt ts . ) t d the front .
6, Moseley/Greaves, Bruichladdich, Radical prototype sports cars at Spa remains | Peugeot secure e front row in
SR9 AER, 2m09.451s unbroken after qualifying for the fourth | qualifying for the Spa 1000kms,
LM GT4 race of the 2007 Le Mans Series at | Nicolas Minassian beating his team-
1, AyarifOrtelli, Team ORECA, Saleen STR, the majestlg Belglar'w track. H_owe\{er, mate Stephane Sarrazin by four tenths
2m14.715s Peugeot drivers Nicolas Minassian | of the second.
2, Cioci/Perazzini/Mollekens, Racing Box, and Stephane Sarrazin were coming | It is a race that Minassian and his co-
Saleen S7R, 2m15.270s ; i ; ; it
g xtremel I rin lifying | driver Marc Gene consider critical to
3, Policand/Alphand/Goueslard, Luc Alphand © Z te yd Cosﬂe du g ?hua. %58 their titl irati Th tired f
Aventures, Corvette C6.R, 2m15.355s on Saturday afternoon in their eirtitle aspirations. They retired from
4, Garcia/Fittipaldi, Team Modena, Aston horsepower Peugeot 908 HDI FAPs. | the second race in Valencia back in
gf'aLrFirr‘]tDBR& Zm/b?/-%(;l_s Grb Minassian established the pole | May, and finished behind their team-
, Lichtner Royer/vvendlinger/Gruber, ) . _ . .
JetAlliance, Aston Martin DBR9. 2m16.006s posmop at 2m00.'1 05s, his team-mate mgtes gt the Nurburgring in July gnd
6, Bouchut/Gardel/Gollin, Larbre Sarrazin second just 0.452s slower. trail their team-mates by eight points
Ol LIRS IVER IR RCRNICKZER]  The battles raged throughout the grid, | with three races remaining.
with Brazilian Tommy Erdos setting | “If we don’t win tomorrow, we can say
“LM” GT2 “ pam IO he title.” said G h
1, Lieb/Pompidou, Felbermayr-Proton, the LM” P2 category pole position in gqodbyg to t. e title,” said Gene who,
Porsche 997 GT3 RSR, 2m21.525s his RML-run MG Lola and Stephane | with Minassian, have scored every
iég%“/TSizmozf‘ZS%%SVirgo Motorsport, Ferrari Ortelli leading the GT1 field in the | pole position of the season so far in
,2m22. S . .
3, Lietz/Narac, IMSA Performance Matmut, Team ORECA Saleen.' ' their Pe.ugeot HDi FAP.
Porsche 997 GT3 RSR, 2m23.293s Porsche and Ferrari continue to | The diesel-powered cars looked
4, Daniels/Cox/Camathias, JWA, Porsche battle in the “LM” GT2 class, Marc | stunning around the majestic Belgian
S () IR, A eienes Lieb establishing the early advantage | circuit. Six days of testing since the last
5, Bonetti/Ehret/Nielsen, GPC Sport, . . . . . .
2m23.621s in qualifying as he set fastest time | race in Germany in July contributed to
6, Werner/Ehret/Nielsen, Farnbacher ahead of Allan Simonsen in the Virgo | anincrease in performance which was

Racing, Porsche 997GT3 RSR, 2m23.789s Motorsport Ferrari 430 GT. telling around the Belgian circuit, with




Stefan Mucke third in the Charouz
Racing Lola.

The battle of the petrol engine cars
was typically close, Mucke heading
Arena Motorsport’'s Hayanari Shimoda
by four hundredths of a second with
Jean-Christophe Boullion five tenths
of a second behind in the Pescarolo.
“The handling of the car is much
better and we are very confident for
the race,” said Boullion who, with
Emmanuel Collard won every Le
Mans Series race in 2006. “We have
good fuel consumption, the car is
better with fuel in it and we hope that
it will be dry for the race.”

Jonathan Cochet headed the Creation
of Jamie Campbell-Walter, the pair
also breaking in the 2m04s bracket.

“LM” P2
Tommy Erdos continued RML’s
competitive  showing when the

Brazilian set pole position in his MG
Lola, tenth on the grid overall. Erdos,
and his co-driver Mike Newton, won
at the Nurburgring in July, and the
Brazilian’s time bettered that of
Michael Vergers’ Barazi Epsilon Zytek
by four tenths of a second. “It is a
great car to drive and we have a very
good compound of tyre for the race,”
said Erdos.

Warren Hughes was third fastest in
the Embassy Racing Radical that the
British driver will share with Darren
Manning for the first time.

Regular co-driver Neil Cunningham
will miss this race as his partner is
expected to give birth this weekend.
Manning, a star of the IRL series in
the US, will also drive the car at the
next round in Silverstone next month.
Angel Burgueno was fourth fastest in
the Quifel Team ASM Lola, just seven

hundredths of a second faster than
fourth placed Chris Buncombe in the
Binnie Motorsports Lola.

“LM” GT1

Stephane Ortelli headed the first
Saleen S7R 1-2 of the year in
qualifying as his ORECA Saleen
headed the Racing Box S7R of Marco
Cioci by half a second.

The Frenchman, sharing with Soheil
Ayari, was delighted with the set-up of
the car. “It was nice to be able to take
both Eau Rouge and Blanchiment flat
out,” said Ortelli.

Third fastest was the Corvette of Luc
Alphand, Jerome Policand and Patrice
Goueslard while Antonio Garcia was
fourth in the Team Modena Aston
Martin.

“Qualifyingis a bitofa disappointment,”
said Garcia, who was held up in traffic
on two of his fast laps. “We are in
fourth place, the fastest Aston Martin,

but there is not enough grip in the fast
corners, particularly in the downhill
sections.”

Karl Wendlinger was fifth in the
JetAlliance Aston Martin which is
making its debut in the series and
the Austrian was surprised to find
himself ahead of some of the more
established teams.

“This car is in FIA trim, so it perhaps
has more drag and less downforce,”
said Wendlinger. “We expected to
be slower than the Le Mans Aston
Martins, so it was nice to find that we
were a little bit faster than some of
them!”

Fabrizio Gollin was sixth in the Larbre
Competition Aston Martin DBRY, the
Italian struggling for front-end grip
which led to a huge slide in the fast
Eau Rouge corner on his first flying
lap. “We are sixth, but the whole GT1
field is closely matched,” he said.

“LM” GT2

Marc Lieb returned to the top of the
time sheets in the “LM” GT2 category
when the German lapped the circuit
half a second faster than the Virgo
Motorsport Ferrari 430 GT of Allan
Simonsen.

“Pole for the 1000kms is always very
good; we got a good set up for the
track at the 24 hour race two weeks
ago,” said Lieb, who won his class
at the Spa 24 hours in a Pirelli-shod
Porsche.

The IMSA Performance Matmut team
posted third fastest time, Richard Lietz
1.2s behind the Ferrari but ahead of
the JWA Porsche of Paul Daniels,
Dave Cox and Joel Camathias.
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